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From the Pastor’s Desk
Pressing On! ?
Philippians 3:12-14
“12 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or
that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that
perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 No, dear
brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one
thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I
press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize
for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.”
I hope you read the three verses and are already thinking about various truth and applications Paul’s words have for us. Let me just note
a couple of things that stand out to me.
1. Paul admits he has not arrived at spiritual maturity and we can be
comfortable with admitting this honestly as well.
2. But, we dare not rest there. Paul is adamantly pressing on to lay
hold of everything Christ has for him and saved him for. We must celebrate this concept that God has more good he wishes to do in our
lives which we receive as we pursue him.
3. Paul says he focuses on “one thing” rather than dabbling in many
things. I think when Paul says this one thing involves looking ahead
he is talking about his goal from v. 10 “I want to know Christ…”. It is
worthwhile to consider how my activities are helping me know Christ
more and allowing his presence to change my person.
4. Also this idea of “one thing” reminds me to review all the various
activities, even good spiritual activities, to see which ones God would
truly want me being involved with. Paul’s goal was singularly to “Know
Christ better”. There were likely several activities he did to gain this
one goal. Often I will grow in Christ better by doing a few spiritual disciplines well than dabbling with many.
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From the Pastor’s Desk—Continued
5. Look at verse 13 further. The “one thing” involves “forgetting the
past and look forward to what lies ahead”. The biblical idea of
“forgetting” really means the past no longer has significant influence
on my present. The Scripture says “God forgets our sin”. Being omniscient, God obviously knows all the sins I have committed but none
of them affect my relationship with Him because, if I am trusting in
Christ, they have been forgiven. We cannot press on to the joys of
growing with Jesus if the past still controls our thoughts, desires and
emotions. Turn them over to Christ, accept his forgiveness and allow
the Spirit to move you forward.
If you are still with me your mind has likely realized there is a lot more
to consider in these few verses. Perhaps reading and meditating on
them a bit further will aid you in pressing on to Jesus during these
busy summer days.
Pressing On,
Pastor Dennis
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Between the BookENDS

Article Submitted by: Bonnie McCaskell

“If, when you happen to fall into sin, you have a feeling that, because
of that sin, you are not a Christian as all, and never can have been,
then you are still thinking in terms of justification by works. If you
can be filled with doubt when you fall into sin like that, or when
something else happens to you; if you feel any kind of uncertainty
about your salvation because of some inadequacy or deficiency in
yourself—if that makes you doubt whether you are a Christian at all—
then you have reverted in your thinking to justification by works.
Never in any way must our salvation be based upon anything in us.
It is entirely in the Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Between the BookENDS

Article Submitted by: Georgie Neff

“Believers should
not despair about
the battle they
wage or their frequent need of repentance as they
struggle against
sin. The reality of
such a struggle is
a mark of true
conversion.
The false convert
– the hypocrite—
knows no such
battle.”
-Paul Washer
Page 7

Focus on Missions—Keystone Project
From May 16-20, we were blessed to conduct a five-day training here in Keystone, SD, which was attended by 69 students. Even though it was a shorter
training event, we took the students out on mission twice. They reached out
to many homeless people, many of whom had some form of addiction. They
gave them sandwiches and blankets with a verse from Psalm 91 on them.
The blankets were generously donated by one of our partner churches in
Minneapolis.
One of our coaches testified about a woman he and his students approached. “There, a woman stood, cold and staring. ‘Would you like a blanket?’ She squeezed out a whisper, reciting the verse on the blanket: ‘He that
dwells in the shelter of the most high will rest in the shadow of the Almighty…’ We gave her water and watched her slowly revive. She welcomed
our offer to pray for her, telling us that her family did not want her back because of her alcoholism. This poor woman was desperate to be able to quit
drinking but was unable to on her own. A team member related to her, ‘I
used to drink heavily too, and Jesus helped me to quit. Jesus can help you
too!’
She prayed to receive Christ and even asked Him to fill her with the Holy
Spirit, to comfort her, speak to her, and strengthen her. Tears rolled down
her face as she listened to how much Jesus loved her. She could not stop
weeping even as she said, ‘I never cry.’ We gave her our food, which she
gladly received, and as she walked away, she told us she would go to detox
and treatment. We prayed for her that she would indeed follow through.”
This is the work of the kingdom of God!
Prayer Requests
-Pray for our disciples around the world, especially those living and working
in dangerous areas of persecution or where they are affected by the pandemic.
-Pray for the financial success and growth of the hotel and The Keystone
Project.
-Pray for our interns to have a powerful summer. We are enjoying having
them here so much!
-Pray for us that we will be able to follow up with those who came to Christ
during the April and May training outreaches.
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Continued on page 9

Focus on Missions—Keystone Project
2023 Training Calendar!
The Keystone Project Team is excited to announce that our training dates
have been scheduled for next year:
February 13 – 24, 2023 (two weeks) – US and Canadian Leaders’ Training
March 13 – 17, 2023 (one week) – US and Canadian Leaders’ Training
April 17 – May 5, 2023 (three weeks) – International Leaders’ Training
(Spanish Translation)
October 2 – 27, 2023 (four weeks) – International Leaders’ Training
(Spanish/French Translation)
This will be our first time hosting a three-week training, which will allow us to
offer a wider variety of options for students who can come for different
lengths of time. All of these trainings will focus on the same essential content of launching movements of disciples who make disciples by the power
of the Holy Spirit, especially among unreached people groups. The longer
trainings will cover that content in greater detail and provide more tools to
equip students for the work of the Great Commission. Each training will also
include opportunities for students to go out on missional activities with their
coaching groups, allowing them to practice what they are learning as they
serve and engage the community around them.
The one- and two-week trainings are only open to residents of the US and
Canada; however, both local and international participants are welcome to
attend the three- and four-week International Leaders’ Trainings. The US/
Canada Trainings will be especially focused on reaching the reservations
and Native American people groups across North America.
If you are interested in attending any of these dates, you can fill out the
“Training Application Form” on the Training Events page of our website.
As we look ahead to our upcoming training events later this year and next
year, we are praying and trusting that the Lord will bring us the right students who will go back and reach their neighborhoods, cities, reservations,
and nations with the Gospel of the Kingdom. Just as Jesus told His disciples, “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14).
Dustin Stuckey,
Training Event Coordinator

Page 9

*Taken from Keystone Project June Newsletter on
www.keystoneproject.org

From My Files: Echoes of God’s Glory

Roseanne Hilton

Part 3 of a 5 part definition of worship by William Temple, Archbishop of
Canterbury, 1942-1944
Part 1 was Worship: To quicken [revive] the conscience by the holiness of
God; see May newsletter.
Part 2 was Worship: To feed the mind with the truth of God; see June newsletter.
Part 3: Worship: To purge [purify] the imagination by the beauty of God.
Our majestic God! Romans 1:20 tells us that His attributes [characteristics]
are clearly seen in the things He has made. His beauty is hinted at in the
beauty of His creation. We must go beyond the creation to the beauty of the
Creator---to worship Him.
Do your thoughts wander?

Do they land where you don't
want them to go? Then perform the act of worship of letting the beauty of God purge
[purify] your imagination. Paul
gives us a guide in Philippians
4:8; Think on the glorious Person of the LORD Jesus Christ,
who is true, honorable and
right. He is pure, lovely and admirable. He is excellent and
worthy of praise.
Beautiful Savior! You are fairer
than the meadows and the
woodlands that are now robed
in the blooming garb of spring and the greening garb of summer. You are
purer, more lovely and you make our hearts sing Your praises.
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Announcements
Ministry to Men Gathering—every Sunday at 5 pm.
?’s see Andrew Schock
The first Monday of every month, at 7 pm, there will be a Building/New
Addition meeting for anyone that wants to get involved in the discussion
of a new addition. Next meeting is July 11th (changed due to the 4th).
We are looking for volunteers to help with our Native Kids Camps (camps
for Pineridge students). We are also in need of baked goods!
Camps will be held July 11-14 (boys) & July 18-21 (girls).
Please contact Ron Walker or Doug Hamm if interested!
Hello, Church Family!! The youth group could use your help!! As you are
sorting through your kids closets this summer, consider hanging onto
those too small, gently worn kids clothing items and donating them to
our first LWC Youth Love INC Community Kids Clothing Exchange!
We would love to accept your donations at our drop off times
here at LWC:
Aug 5, 6, 8, 12 and 13 from 9-11am.
Plus 2 evening drop offs Aug 5th & 12th, from 5-7pm.
Come “shop” the exchanged clothes at our “store” at the Hill City Center
on the afternoon and evening of Friday, Aug 19. Everyone is welcome!!
There will be no charge to shop and a free-will donation jar will be available to help us continue work with Love INC in our community.
Meals on Wheels are cooked in Custer at the Catholic Church and transported to seniors in Custer and Hill City, five days a week. In Custer, various churches take responsibility for one day a week, and they supply the
volunteers. Hill City needs drivers, particularly for Fridays. Are you interested in being a driver? Contact Stephanie at the church office if you
would like to volunteer.
If you received an email from “Checkr” to perform a background check –
it is legit! We are now doing checks online.
Please see Stephanie Larsen if you have ?’s.
Would you like to be added to our church directory?
Please contact Stephanie at 605-574-2426 or email at
office@thelittlewhitechurch.net
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All That I Am Today

By: BJ Reese

BAKED IN
There is a scene in the movie “The War Room” that comes to my
mind every time I walk into our sanctuary . . .
In the movie, a couple has come to look at
Miss Clara’s house; they’re thinking of buying it. When she takes the couple up to the
bedroom, the man keeps stepping in and
out of the bedroom closet. He walks in,
turns around, smiles, and steps back out.
“Someone’s been praying in here,” he says
in a reverent tone. When asked how he
knows that, he says, “It’s like it’s been
baked in.”
Several times, since our sanctuary was remodeled, I’ve tried to
describe how I feel in there. Then it hit me: this scene from the
movie comes really close. I also realize that how I feel in our
sanctuary helps me to understand this scene from the movie a
little better.
You see, something wonderful happened when that room was
being transformed, back in 2015-2016. I first felt it when they
got the old walls and ceiling torn out. Once the room was
stripped to the original framing timbers, I felt a powerful, warming presence in there. Whenever I was in the church, I would
walk into the empty sanctuary and sit down on the floor in the
middle of the room. For reasons I couldn’t quite explain, it felt
like the best place on Earth to pray.
There, among the scaffolding, dust, boards, and bare wood, I
felt as though I had been wrapped in the Holy Spirit . . . No,
“wrapped” isn’t quite the right word . . . It’s more like I had
been dipped in the Holy Spirit. Like I had been completely immersed in Him. His presence was SO powerful in that exposed
place, it was as though He filled every cubic inch of space in that
room.
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All That I Am Today—Continued

By: BJ Reese

When Richard and I had our wedding here, in November of 2015, the sanctuary wasn’t finished. Our ceremony would be held in the Fellowship Hall. Still, I
HAD to go in there before it started. I asked my dear friend Mary to come with
me. Side by side, we sat in the empty sanctuary and prayed together –
accompanied by the most powerful Presence I’ve ever felt.
Something amazing was unleashed when the Building Committee tore out the
old walls of that sanctuary. One hundred and twenty six years of prayers –
baked into those ancient timbers – came flowing out of the wood until they
filled the room to overflowing. Every word of every sermon ever preached
there . . . every Scripture passage ever read there . . . 126 years of love,
laughter, tears, faith, and comfort had been baked into that room.
Released from those timbers when the old walls came out, the warmth and
love of that Wonderful Presence has permeated every single board that has
gone back into that room. Every board; every drop of paint and stain; every
scrap of fiber; every piece of furniture has been immersed in the Love that
God baked into the walls of this precious church.
We, who call this church “home”, need never, EVER doubt that God is in this
House. He wraps His mighty arms around us every time we walk through
those doors. His presence there is beyond tangible . . . How very Blessed we
are!
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100 Day Scripture Challenge
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__ 2 Timothy 3:16-17
__ Psalm 119:105
__ Joshua 1:8
__ Matthew 4:4
__ Hebrews 4:12
__ Romans 15:4
__ 1 Timothy 4:13
__ Psalm 119:18
__ 1 Peter 2:2
__ John 1:1
__ John 15:7
__ Psalm 119:10-11
__ Psalm 1:2
__ 2 Timothy 2:15
__ 2 Timothy 2:7
__ Job 23:12
__ Matthew 24:35
__ Isaiah 40:8
__ 2 Timothy 3:16
__ Psalm 119:1-176
__ Proverbs 30:5
__ Psalm 56:4
__ Psalm 119:11
__ John 17:17
__ Isaiah 55:10-11
__ Romans 10:17
__ 1 Peter 1:23
__ 1 John 4:1
__ Matthew 7:24
__ Proverbs 30:5-6
__ Psalm 46:1
__ 2 Peter 1:20-21
__ 2 Timothy 1:7
__ John 6:63
__ Jeremiah 15:16
__ John 1:14
__ Philippians 4:13
__ Ezra 7:10
__ Psalm 119:9-11

__Revelation 1:1-20
__John 14:6
__ John 8:32
__Hebrews 1:3
__ James 1:21
__John 8:31
__ Isaiah 55:11
__Colossians 3:16
__ 1 Timothy 4:5-6
__1 Corinthians 10:13
__ Acts 17:11
__Proverbs 4:20-22
__ James 1:22
__John 14:27
__ Isaiah 41:10
__Mark 13:31
__ Joshua 1:9
__Psalm 23:1-6
__ James 1:19-25
__John 8:31-32
__ John 5:39-40
__Luke 11:28
__Psalm 33:4
__John 10:27
__ Psalm 119:130
__Isaiah 40:31
__ Matthew 22:29
__Psalm 119:89
__ Jeremiah 29:11
__Psalm 37:4
__ Psalm 19:7-11
__John 1:1-51
__Mark 12:24
__Isaiah 55:8
__ John 7:38
__Ephesians 5:26
__ Psalm 119:9
__Philippians 4:19
__ 1 Thessalonians 2:13 __ John 14:26
__ Deuteronomy 8:3
__Psalm 37:31
__ John 3:16
__Proverbs 4:20
__ 2 Peter 1:5
__ Ephesians 6:10-17
Directions:
__ Psalm 18:30
Write out the following
__ John 10:10
__ John 15:1-27
verses and meditate
__ Deuteronomy 11:18-21 on them. 1 per day.
__ Ezekiel 3:1-27
Extra Credit:
__ Jeremiah 29:13
__ Psalm 19:10-11
Memorize those that
__ Romans 10:13
standout
__ Psalm 1:1-2
__ 1 Chronicles 16:11
__ Revelation 1:1
__ Ephesians 2:8-9
__ Galatians 6:7
__ Romans 5:8
__ John 5:24

Little Andy Was At His First Day of School
Mrs Whyte, his teacher advises the class that each school day
starts with the "Pledge of Allegiance" and instructs them to put
their right hand over their heart and repeat after her.
As Mrs Whyte starts the recitation
she looks around the room,
'I pledge allegiance to the flag........',
when her eyes are drawn to Andy
who has his hand over the right
cheek of his bottom.
'Andy, I cannot continue till you put
your hand over your heart,'
she demands.
Andy looks up and replies, 'It is over
my heart.'
After several more attempts to get Andy to put his hand over his
heart, Mrs Whyte enquires,
'Why do you think that is your heart, Andy?'
'Well Miss,' answers Andy, 'because every time my Grandma
comes to visit she pats me there and says, "Bless your little
heart," and my Grandma never lies.'
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Page 14 Bible Quiz: Answer C (See Genesis 30:19-21)

