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From the Pastor’s Desk
Living Thankful Lives
Would you say that you are a grateful person? Do you see the opportunity
and potential in the various circumstances that come your way each day?
Or are you the wet blanket that smoothers your own and others moments of
happiness? I’m pretty sure none of us wants to be the “wet blanket” but
honestly, sometimes we are.
Some of us have a natural bent to see the world with a bit of pessimism but
we don’t have to stay that way. I often excuse my negative response as
“someone needs to be realistic”. But, really now, I don’t always have to be
the pessimist. God has given us many reminders to be grateful. Nearly two
dozen times in the Old Testament we are reminded to “Give thanks to the
Lord…”. Usually the writers have added some reasons to give thanks. A
couple of frequent ones are “for He is good”, or “His love endures forever”.
Can you think of five reasons you would “Give thanks to the Lord…” for?
During Thanksgiving season some people plan to begin and end each day
with something they are grateful for. This is a simple way to change our pattern of negative responses. If you end your day with thoughts about what
you are thankful for you may find yourself waking up through the night with
additional thoughts of gratitude. Now that would help start your day with a
good mental direction.
Getting back to the Psalmist’s ideas that we can give “thanks to the Lord for
He is good” (Ps. 106:1; 107:1;118:1, 29; 136:1), we could make a list of all
the ways we consider Him to be good. The list could begin with provisions
which have come our way and also move to qualities or attributes about God
for which we are grateful. We are certainly grateful for His love, faithfulness
and forgiveness. Are we also thankful for his holiness and the conviction he
brings? If you don’t have some sense of appreciation for these qualities perhaps some quiet moments could be spent prayerfully considering how holiness and conviction are qualities of our God which we truly are grateful for.
One of our more familiar and challenging verses on thankfulness is 1 Thessalonians 5:18 “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.” We all have moments when we desire to know more of
God’s will for us. This is one place his will is very clear, even if difficult, “give
thanks in all circumstances”. If we have a God who is good, and scripture
makes it very clear He is, then this verse truly is possible and should be a
goal, even a desire of my life. As the Spirit guides us to attain this we will be
well on our way to living thankful lives.
Pastor Dennis
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The Family Tree
November is the month we are drawn to think about thankfulness. The Thanksgiving holiday is the main culprit in bringing this to
our mind, but it doesn’t hurt living in such a beautiful place. The Hills
are full of changing colors and beauty bringing our thoughts to a position of thankfulness for the opportunity to live in such a place.
I look forward to Thanksgiving as a time to be with family. Steph
and I usually do not make it back to Sioux Falls to be with family, but
this year we are able to make that trip. We both have great, loving
families who care deeply for each other and love God. This is quite an
amazing thing to have in today’s world and we are very grateful and
blessed because of it.
Not everyone is blessed in this area. Holidays can be something
people dread due to poor relationships with family members. The other day we had a little blow up with a youth in Youth Group. After getting him away from others and helping him to calm down, this youth
began to pour out everything that is going on in his life and how chaotic things are in his home. The thing that led to the blow up wasn’t the
issue, it was just the visible part of what people can see. The real issues and hurt are hidden down deep and are what led to the blow up.
Here is a youth who doesn’t look forward to holidays at home and
struggles to find things to be thankful for.
Maybe this is you. Maybe you are dreading to be around certain
family members, or you may try to avoid them completely over the holidays. We all have hurts that we hold deep inside that influence our
life. The amazing thing for followers of Jesus is we all have things to
be thankful for. Psalm 1:9 says “I will give thanks to the Lord with my
whole heart; I will recount all of your deeds.” In many cases it is those
like this youth who have experienced heartache and trials in this world
that find the most to be thankful for. When we encounter God, His
goodness and love we are brought to a place of thankfulness.
I do not now where you will be spending your holidays at, but my
prayer is that you are able to recognize the places in your life to be
thankful for and that you will not miss the opportunity to give the
praise and glory to God for those things.

In Christ, Pastor Ben
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Have You Met?
Adult Name(s): Chuck & Jenny Ferraro
Children Name(s) and Ages: Daniel (13), Caleb (5)
How did you come to be at The Little White Church and how long have
you been attending?
We joined LWC December 2014. We began attending after an evening at Pastor Ben and Stephanie’s house. We had been spending time
in prayer and we both felt called to come join Ben and Stephanie as
brothers and sisters in Christ in the work that God had called them
to...not knowing they would be and continue to be the ones there for
us in our most difficult days.
How long have you lived in the Black Hills?
We both grew up in the Southern Hills. Jenny grew up outside Buffalo
Gap on a trout hatchery and ranch. Chuck grew up in Hot Springs primarily. After a bit of college in Aberdeen for Jenny (where oddly
enough, Jenny met Ben Larsen) and Air Force in Texas for Chuck, we
married in 2001. We lived in Utah for about 10 years during our
college years, and then moved to Custer in 2007.
List some jobs or careers you have had over the years?
Chuck worked several jobs throughout high school (dishwasher, landscaping, sales, janitor, ranch hand, etc.). Then Chuck worked as a
high school English teacher for about 12 years, first at a private Christian high school (3 years), and then at a state funded correctional facility outside Custer. This is where we met Ben and Stephanie because Ben also worked at this same facility. Since then, Chuck has
owned his own businesses (carpet cleaning, flood remediation, concrete polishing, wood floor refinishing, etc.)
Jenny grew up taking tourists fishing at their hatchery and doing ranch
chores. After a few odd jobs during college, Jenny taught as a Special
Education teacher for 4 years and an elementary & middle school
teacher for 4 years. Since then, Jenny takes care of VRBO home
cleanings. But mainly for the past 13 years, Jenny has been mom and
Chuck’s business sidekick.
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Continued on page 5

Have You Met? - Continued
What is a spiritual story/testimony you would like to share?
Chuck: Very long story, (ask sometime if you have a few hours) but I’ve
known God since I could remember. He has always been there. In
fact, I cannot remember a time when I did not know His presence,
leading, guidance, reproach, conviction, Fathering, rescuing, unstoppable love for me, His grace, mercy, and truth. In the last 10 years,
I’ve come to know His peace through abiding in His will and His love
through His grace. I’ve also known His conviction to live purely before
him (as Paul said, “Not that I have attained or have been made perfect, but this one thing I do. Forgetting what lies behind, I look to what
lies ahead”) in perfect righteousness as He has called us all to do.
Personally, my one aim is to be Christ in this world through His grace,
washing of His Voice and Word, and trusting in Him as He shepherds
my heart into complete sanctification. This is impossible without the
power of the cross, the power of His great grace, and the faith that He
has placed in all who are called by His name.

Jenny: I was fortunate to grow up in a sweet little country church. I
knew all the stories, hymns, did all of the expected things, and asked
Jesus to be my Savior at a young age, and I meant it. I wanted my life
story to honor Jesus and to be full of His transforming love and power
just like all those puppet skits and felt story boards in Sunday school.
I wanted it to be real. I wanted a fire in my life but didn’t know how to
ignite it.
The area where we lived during college and our first teaching jobs was
a bit of a spiritual battle ground, so more than ever I was challenged
to know God on a much more personal and vulnerable level and I began to see the might of His whole Trinity. Through prayer, study of His
Word, and through many wonderful late-night praise and worship
gatherings, God brought me into a deeper calling and love for Him.
My God was more than I ever imagined.
God was building a foundation for us to stand faithful. Where else
could I go once I had tasted and seen the wonderful works of our God!
Continued on page 6
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Have You Met? - Continued
Jenny: Then came the years of infertility, moving multiple times,
career changes, multiple miscarriages, 2 still births, and the loss of
our 2-year-old daughter, depression and brokenness…God continued
to hold my damaged heart and our marriage through it all. How do I
know? He is my “ever-present help in a time of need,” my transforming Savior and “hope in living and dying.” He has turned our
“mourning into joy and exchanged our sorrows for rejoicing.”
Who else? Through His precious promises and greatly through sacrificial praise and worship, I have experienced a redeeming love that is
unstoppable. God continues to knit our family together, and mend us
when we are torn. Our marriage has been through a lot, and God
proves himself wise and faithful to council and encourage. We would
have both gone off the deep end years ago…but when my words fall
short, and I have nothing left, God is...
If you want a song that depicts the season of our lives of hurt turned
praise, here are three (smile)...please listen, I think we can all relate,
and I have so many more to share if you ask!
“Beautiful Things” Gungor
“Gratitude” Brandon Lake
“Clean” Natalie Grant
In what ways have you been involved in ministry or serving over the
years?
Jenny and I have been involved in worship ministry for 20+ years and
Chuck involved in youth group for about the same amount of time.
Jenny was the nursery director for about 3 years. We both love to fill in
where ever the Holy Spirit calls.
If you could only use one word to describe God, it would be…
Jenny: that’s not fair. No way. Can I list like 30? No? Ok, then…faithful.
Chuck: Near
Continued on page 7
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Have You Met? - Continued
What biblical figure best describes you and why?
Chuck: Amos. Amos was not born as the son of a prophet or a priest,
but his parents were farmers and ranchers. But God called him out of
the common to be a herald of God’s plan. Many didn’t appreciate
what Amos had to say, yet he spoke God’s truth in the midst of so
many who were compromising the truth of His Word. I want to be that
man to ours and the next generation. My life goals to my Father, God,
King and Savior Jesus, and Helper, the Holy Spirit. No regrets.
No retreat. No reserves.
Jenny: I see myself in the woman at the well. Not that I have lived a
difficult past, but that God saw me. I was worth finding. He cared for
me, searched me out, and allowed me to see a glimpse of His glory
and character. Then maybe also Paul. He took me from where I was
and transformed me, and is transforming me into a new creature. He
gifted me with fire in my soul. Then also in all those Old Testament
ladies who took up tambourines and danced for God in times of
rejoicing.

Starting in December,
Chuck will be the LWC’s new Worship Pastor!
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Between the BookENDS

Article Submitted by: Georgie Neff

Thank You
By Ray Boltz
I dreamed I went to heaven
You were there with me
We walked along the streets of gold
Beside the crystal sea
We heard the angels singing
Then someone called your name
You turned and saw a young man
He was smiling as he came
He said friend, you may not know me now
But then he said but wait
You used to teach my Sunday school
When I was only eight
Every week you would say a prayer
Before the class would start
One morning when you said that prayer
I asked Jesus in my heart
Thank you for giving to the Lord
I am a life that was changed
Thank you for giving to the Lord
I am so glad you gave
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Then another man stood before you
And said remember the time
A missionary came to your church
His pictures made you cry
You didn't have much money
But you gave it anyway
Jesus took the gift you gave
And that's why I'm here today

Between the BookENDS
Thank you for giving to the Lord
I am a life that was changed
Thank you for giving to the Lord
I am so glad you gave
One by one they came
Far as the eyes could see
Each life somehow touched
By your generosity
Little things that you had done
Sacrifices made
Unnoticed on the earth
In heaven now proclaimed
And I know that up in heaven
You're not supposed to cry
But I am almost sure
There were tears in your eyes
As Jesus took your hand
And you stood before the Lord
He said, my child look around you
For great is your reward
Thank you for giving to the Lord
I am a life that was changed
Thank you for giving to the Lord
I am so glad you gave
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I would to welcome a new volunteer in the church library,
Susan Askildson. She’s an avid reader and has been a super helper
checking books in and out and shelving them while I was out with
knee surgery. Thank you Susan!
In everything give thanks, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
I Thessalonians 5:18
November Librarians: Millie Holle & Georgie Neff

Focus on Missions—Teaching Truth International
Dear Little White Church,
It’s a joy to know that you all are
praying for Kristen and I through the
month of November. It’s been a busy
fall for us; I recently returned from
Costa Rica where I was teaching the
book of
1 Timothy to two pastors groups in
the city of San Jose. Costa Rica is
home to a form of Catholicism which
focuses deeply on ritual to save ones
soul. There is a Cathedral just outside the city where decades ago a young
girl claimed to have seen the Virgin Mary. Now each year thousands of
Costa Ricans crawl on hands and knees for miles to come to the
cathedral as a form of penance to save their souls from purgatory. Each
year in the midst of this Christians gather to walk beside the
pilgrims and share the gospel of free mercy in Jesus Christ.
Costa Rica is also facing a huge influx of the prosperity gospel. Constant TV and radio preaching are heard promising miracles in
exchange for donations to the TV preacher. This preys upon the poor and
sick who are desperate for a miracle, but it is also inoculating the younger
generation who have come to see all church pastors as snake oil salesmen in search of money. As Costa Rica modernizes it is increasingly at risk
of loosing its younger generation. At the same time there is a great temptation for pastors to engage in prosperity preaching for short term gain.
There is no denying that this false gospel does get pastors rich in the short
term, and for struggling pastors it’s a great temptation to dabble in this
kind of preaching.
With our pastors conferences we were able to encourage the pastors
to stay faithful to the scriptures, to avoid this short term gain that would
endanger their souls and imperil the gospel and instead to focus on
grounding themselves in the scriptures. We were very encouraged by their
receptiveness and we’ve already been asked to return with more teaching
in the future. Thanks for your prayers,
encouragement and support. We couldn’t do it without you!
Jamin & Kristen Eben
Missionaries with Teaching Truth International
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Focus on Missions—Teaching Truth International

“There is so much more
work to do helping pastors
see through this deception
and preach the true gospel
of repentance and faith in
Jesus Christ.”
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Jamin & Kristen Eben

From My Files: Echoes of God’s Glory

Roseanne Hilton

The LORD, the Great Comforter
The opening lines of the C. S. Lewis personal story, A Grief Observed,
equate the feeling of grief with the feeling of fear. In his letter to the
Corinthians, Paul talks about being troubled on every side; outside
were conflicts, inside were fears.
The LORD tells His people to not fear, to not be afraid, but to trust in
Him. Our physical self will feel the fear of grief, but our renewed
mind can say, “I will not fear, because I trust in the God of all comfort.”
The Great Comforter uses the picture of a shepherd carrying the
lambs and gently leading the ewes. He is called the Great Comforter,
God of all Comfort because of who He is; the One who created the sea
of galaxies and Earth's deepest ocean, but no one can measure the
depth of His understanding and wisdom. He became human, the Man
of Sorrows and acquainted with grief and He can comfort all who
mourn.
Last month's From My Files ended with a request from Psalm 119 for
the LORD to seek me as a lost sheep. The Great Comforter desires to
find and comfort us as He carries us.
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Stained Glass of
The Little White Church
Designed & sketched by: Lynn Edwards
Stained Glass constructed by: Jen Karschnik

THE FATHER, THE SON
AND HOLY SPIRIT
Matthew 3:16,17

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
The 12 prisms represent the 12 apostles.
The cross, our Saviors sacrifice.
The streams of light, Father God.
The dove, Holy Spirit.
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Stained Glass of
The Little White Church
In early times, the fish
symbol was used as a
sign to show a Christian
that you were a friend
and also a Christian.

THE SIGN OF THE FISH
Means Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, is Savior.

“and then twisted together
a crown of thorns and set
it on his head.”

CROWN OF THORNS & NAILS
Matthew 27:29 & Phil. 2:8

“Look, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of
the world!”
THE VICTORIOUS LAMB OF GOD
John 1:29 & 1 Peter 1:18, 19

“In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.”
BIBLE
John 1:1 & Psalm 119:160

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,”
says the Lord God, “who is, and
who was, and who is to come,
the Almighty.”
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KING OF KINGS CROWN
Revelation 1:5 & 8

Fight for Life/Adoption Month
From Black Hills Pregnancy Center
The Life Defense Fund has launched!
Pro-abortion groups are working to put a radical proposal on the
South Dakota ballot to approve abortion from conception all the
way to birth. The proposal would also block almost all of our state’s
pro-life protections for unborn babies and their mothers. What’s
worse, this deadly measure would be written into the South Dakota
Constitution. This constitutional amendment would cost the lives of
countless unborn children. Pro-life South Dakotans must join together now to defend life and defeat this amendment.
We need YOUR HELP to STOP this!
Now is the time to act.
Go to: https://lifedefensefund.com to learn more or to give!
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Ministry to Women Events
This is Not Our Home – And You’re Not Alone – Women’s Event
There are a large group of us that have moved to the Black Hills from
somewhere else. We want to
share those stories and how
God has been faithful through
it all! And… to also be reminded that

This is NOT Our Home!

ALL ladies are invited to join
us on November 11th from
6:45-8 pm.
Appetizer type food will be
provided.
SHE-Brews— A fellowship & coffee time for women!
Meets the 2nd Sat. of each month (Sept– May) at 10 AM at church.
Next meeting is November 12th!
Women’s Prayer Gathering—All Women Welcome to come!
Saturday, November 19th at 9 am. Come pray with us!
Coming Soon — Secret Sister Gift Exchange
This year, we will do the exchange a little different! We won’t be picking names off a
tree, but instead bring a gift, between $15$20, and we will number the gifts that day.
Women will draw numbers and grab their
gift. Mark your calendars for
Saturday, December 10th at 10 am
(this will be in place of SHE-Brews).
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Announcements
Operation Christmas Child Boxes are HERE!
Pick up a box in the Fellowship Hall and fill it with the gift ideas that are given
on the “How to pack a shoebox” flyer. Bring it back to the church the week of
Nov. 21st with a $10/box donation to cover shipping costs!
BOLT kids will be packing shoeboxes on November 16th.
Monetary/Item donations are requested for that!
For more info, go to www.thelittlewhitechurch.net/OCC
Don’t forget to fall back an hour on Saturday, November 5th!

Advent Choir
Who: Everyone and anyone with singing experience is invited to participate in
our Advent Choir What: Lead worship and sing special music the 5 Sunday’s
of Advent When & Where: First Rehearsal at 7:30 PM Thursday Nov. 17 in Fellowship Hall Why: Because we love to sing praises to God for the gift of Jesus
Join us for a traditional Thanksgiving Potluck!
Sunday, November 20th at Noon. Contact the church to sign up for a dish!
Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held Thursday, November 23rd at 7 pm.
Join us as we give thanks to God!
The Office & Food Pantry will be closed on Friday, November 25th
Lynda Pringle is looking for someone to come alongside her and assist as
Prayer Coordinator. Interested? See Lynda!
Are you having a baby? Recently had a baby? Or do you have a High School
Senior this year? The Comfort Quilters are in the process of making quilts
and would like an updated list. Please contact the church office!
Monthly Prayer Call for South Dakota
Every 2nd Monday of the Month at 7 am MT
Every 4th Mondy of the Month at 7 pm MT
Call 605-313-5337 and access code is 3779638
Would you like to be added to our church directory?
Please contact Stephanie at 605-574-2426 or email at
office@thelittlewhitechurch.net
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Newsletter Newsletter
A Veteran’s Service
American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973)
led a life of daring and risk, from racing cars as a
teen to piloting warplanes. Throughout his experiences, Rickenbacker grew in faith while discovering that “life had no meaning except in terms of
helping others.”
In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, Rickenbacker described spending four agonizing
months of 1941 in the hospital after an accident. While recovering, he
pondered life and death, concluding that he couldn’t give up because he
still “had work to do, others to serve.”
Less than two years later, that ordeal came in handy. After crashing in the
South Pacific, Rickenbacker and “seven other starving men” were adrift on
a raft for 21 days. Most were “so young they needed the strength and understanding of a man who had been down in the valley of the shadow,
who had suffered and made sense out of his suffering,” he said. “It was
clear to me that God had a purpose in keeping me alive. … I had been
saved to serve.”
Pardon me!
The annual turkey pardon has been called
America’s “most absurd holiday tradition.” Every
November, the president oversees a tongue-incheek ceremony, pardoning bird pairs with
yummy names such as Biscuits and Gravy, Tater
and Tot, and Drumstick and Wishbone.
Theologically, pardon is synonymous with divine
forgiveness, an action only God may take (see
Psalm 130:3-4). Every sin, at its deepest level, is
directed against God and his call to holy living. We can forgive someone
for a personal offense, but only God can set aside the penalty for sin.
Pardon is also related to atonement, which refers to God reconciling sinners to himself, making us “at one” with him. The Hebrew verb usually
translated into English as pardon involves the idea of restoration to full
favor. —adapted from The Wired Word
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