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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Building Christ’s Church 

 

We have begun a preaching series in Ephesians. We’re just getting start-

ed, but I have been looking ahead already. I mentioned in the opening 

message that Ephesians 4:11-13 could be the key verses. 

 

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so 

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the 

faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become ma-

ture, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

 

These verses describe several things that happen for the church to be 

what Christ desires.  We will have leaders (vs. 11) who teach us to serve 

one another and in vs. 12, we will know Christ better, and become more 

mature, which is evidenced by looking and acting more like Jesus  

(vs. 13). 

 

All of us have roles and responsibilities in this process. I see lots of great 

things happen in our lives. This passage is a reminder to press on.   

Be committed to serving one another and daily seeking to look like Je-

sus to everyone we meet. 

 

Pastor Dennis 
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The Family Tree 

I was asked to highlight Forgotten Ministries as we focus each month 

on a specific ministry our church supports. Because I also try to write 

a monthly article, I thought I would combine the tasks this month. 

 Forgotten Ministries is based in Enid, Oklahoma. It operates sev-

eral different ministries through different partnerships with several 

churches. They operate 

the Oasis program which 

is a 7-9 month transitional 

housing program for men 

taking them through a 

three-phase discipleship 

program. Refuge @ the 

Well is the same length 

program, but for women.  

 They operate the Mercy House. It’s a seasonal (coldest months) 

homeless shelter for the people in Enid providing a bed, food, shelter 

and clothing while sharing the love of Christ. It takes around 10 volun-

teers per night to keep up with the needs during its operation.  

 They have several other ministries as well, but the heart of For-

gotten Ministries is evangelism. They love Jesus and seek to share 

what they have come to experience with others through selfless acts 

of love and service. They not only serve the community of Enid 

through street evangelism, but they travel around the US and work 

with churches, training them to go outside the walls of their church 

and do the same in their communities. Jeremiah Herrian who leads 

Forgotten Ministries has been at our church several times and was a 

big part of our Missions Conference we held here last year called “The 

Church Has Left the Building.” We as a church began supporting the 

ministry on a monthly basis last year. 

 I have now had the pleasure to take a team of our youth and 

leaders down to Enid, Oklahoma to work with the team in Enid for the 

last two years. Each time it has had a big impact in the lives of our 

teens. They are pushed out of their comfort zone and boldly share 

Christ and work hard on projects while loving on the kids in the Kid 

Ministry.  
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The Family Tree—Continued 

We are heading down again this year and I am hoping to bring a team 

of adults with to work in their large 

garden that helps supply the food 

for the Mercy house. I also hope to 

invest in their men’s and women’s 

programs by doing some disciple-

ship while there. 

 I have become good friends 

with Jeremiah over the last couple 

years and we have been able to en-

courage and challenge each other 

on a regular basis. We have devel-

oped a special relationship between 

our church and their ministry that is a 

blessing for the both of us. Find one 

of our teens or Youth Leaders who 

have gone down to Enid on one of 

our trips and ask them about it. 

They will have a lot to share with 

you. 

 This is just one of several ministries you support with your tithes 

and offerings here at The Little White Church. We thank you for your 

selfless giving and want you to know your gifts are doing amazing 

works in our community, region and overseas. If you would like more 

info on Forgotten Ministries go to www.forgottenministries.com. If you 

have interest in joining our team that will be going down this year, 

please talk to me and find out how you can be a part of a great  

experience. 

 

In Christ, 

    Pastor Ben 
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Between the BookENDS Article Submitted by: Georgie Neff 

Story Time 
“You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to 

be known and read by all.  And you show that you are a letter from Christ 

delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God not 

on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”                                                

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 ESV 
 

The following is an article from Our Daily Bread: 

As a child, I loved it when my mom read to me.  I would sit on her lap 

and listen to every word.  As she read, I examined the details of every pic-

ture and waited eagerly to hear what was on the next page. 

Have you ever thought about the idea that our lives tell a story?  In 

every situation—good, bad or indifferent—people around us are watching 

and listening to the story we are telling.  Our story is communicated not on-

ly through our words but also through our attitudes and actions as we re-

spond to life’s buffetings and blessings.  Our children and grandchildren, 

spouses, neighbors, and coworkers can all observe the story we’re telling. 

Paul reminds us that as followers of Jesus, our lives are like letters 

“known and read by all men; . . . an epistle of Christ . . . written not with ink 

but by the Spirit of the living God” (2 Cor. 3:2-3). 

What is the story that those around us are reading through the letter 

of our lives?  Stories of forgiveness?   Compassion?   Generosity?  Pa-

tience?   Love? 

If you’ve experienced the joy of a grace-filled life that comes from the 

Spirit of God in you, then welcome to the joy of being one of God’s great 

storytellers!  

--Joe Stowell 

 
Dear Lord, we love You.  We want our lives to  

tell the story of Your goodness and grace.   
May we be a bold witness of You.   

Use us in ways we never thought possible. 
Amen 

 

 

February Librarians:  Millie Holle & Georgie Neff  
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Focus on Missions—Cornerstone Rescue Mission 

 

Taken from: cornerstonemission.org 
 

The Cornerstone Mission started with the missionary work of Dave and 

Cheryl Adams in the early 1980’s.  They first sheltered the homeless in 

their own residence and then created the Mission in a house at the cor-

ner of 12th and St. Joseph.  The Cornerstone Rescue Mission was incor-

porated in the State of SD on April 2, 1982 under the existing name.   

Today, the Cornerstone Mission is the main provider of shelter and the 

only ongoing and free source of meals for the homeless in the Black Hills 

region.  The main facility houses as many as 160 homeless men nightly 

and feeds twice that many.  During the holiday season, this number 

swells to between 400-500 served. 
 

Homeless with a child 

Here are the words of a 

mother who found herself 

homeless: 

“That first day of having no-

where to go and watching my 

daughter’s face of confusion 

while trying to answer her 

questions on why we didn’t 

have anywhere to go made 

me feel helpless and afraid. But like most innocent children, she asked 

if we were going to be ok and as I stared into her eyes I answered, “Yes”. 

I wasn’t going to blame anyone except yours truly because of the choices 

I’ve made in life. I made a promise to myself that I would never put my 

child through this again. 

I found Cornerstone’s Women and Children’s Home that not only was a 

safe place for my child but what they offered was a case manager who 

gave me hope that we were going to be ok. The case manager connect-

ed me to numerous resources that led to a hopeful future. Every time I 

would become overwhelmed with things I would pray and I would think of 

scriptures and famous quotes that helped me not to give up because I 

knew that my child was worth working hard for. 

I moved into an apartment and saw the excitement and happiness on 

my child’s face that this was our place to call home. I would like to give a 

special thanks to all the great encouraging people of the Cornerstone 

because not only have some of these people become my mentors but  

also people I can call a friend.” 
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Focus on Missions—Cornerstone Rescue Mission 

 

12.5% of our General Offering goes to support Missionaries/Mission 

Groups.  .5% goes to Cornerstone Missions.  We also have different 

groups that serve lunch at the mission, one Saturday a month. 

Mur Anderson is our Cornerstone Mission liaison. 
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Have You Met? 

Adult Name(s):  Chris & Barb Darling  
 

Children Name(s) and Ages:   

David (28), and Mitchell (26) 
 

How did you come to be 

at The Little White 

Church and how long 

have you been attend-

ing? 

We previously lived in 

Custer and attended 

Crossroads Church.  We 

moved to Hill City in 

2020, and started at-

tending TLWC in Fall of 

2021. 
 

How long have you lived 

in the Black Hills? 

I (Chris) was assigned to 

Ellsworth AFB in Rapid 

City from 2008-2010.  Barb and I moved here for good in 2017, and this is 

our forever home now! 
 

List some jobs or careers you have had over the years? 

I was active-duty US Air Force for twenty-five years (serving in the Civil Engi-

neer career field) and retired in 2014.  I am now a commercial helicopter 

pilot.  Barb had a civilian career with the US Air Force for twenty-five years 

as a contracting officer, and then an additional six years with the US Forest 

Service.  Barb is now retired and spends her time quilting and doing volun-

teer work in the community.   
 

Where did you grow up or places you have lived for a longer duration? 

Barb was born and raised in Steamboat Springs Colorado, then moved four 

times in her Air Force career, spending the majority of her time in Woodland 

Park, Colorado.  As for me, I grew up mostly on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, 

and moved twelve times in my Air Force career, both in the USA and over-

seas.  Along the way, Barb and I met and got married.  After I retired, Barb 

and I lived in Oregon for three years before we made our way to the Black 

Hills.   
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Have You Met?- Continued 

What is a spiritual story/testimony you would like to share? 

Despite growing up through many years of parochial school education,  

I didn’t really enjoy a REAL and personal relationship with God.  All that 

changed at age 30 when I was knocked down by crisis—the death of 

my friend in an aircraft crash.  That crisis exposed weakness in my 

faith, and  

I knew I had to fix it.  Working through that situation marked an awak-

ening for me, and a turning point in my life.   

Barb was likewise raised in the church most of her life, but it wasn’t 

until age 35 that she fully learned and understood the key to her salva-

tion was her belief that Jesus died on the cross for her sins, and then 

rose again.  
 

In what ways have you been involved in ministry or serving over the 

years? 

I have served in various worship bands and I’m currently on TLWC Se-

curity Team.  Barb has taught Sunday School at all her churches and 

was the church treasurer in Woodland Park, Colorado.  Currently she 

serves as the secretary for TLWC Deacon and Elder meetings, works in 

the Nursery, and is a Greeter on Sunday mornings. 
 

Do you have any special talents or gifts? 

Well, my friends would disagree it should be described as a “Gift”, but I 

do enjoy playing my electric bass guitars.  (Hopefully, Barb likes it when 

I turn my amplifier up to Eleven.)  I love hunting and fly fishing, and 

traveling with Barb on our BMW motorcycle.  Barb is an avid quilter, 

and she enjoys spending time with local elderly citizens through the 

“Meals on Wheels” program. 
 

If you could only use one word to describe God, it would be… 

Barb’s favorite description is three words, not just one:  “Loving, but 

Just!” 
 

What biblical figure best describes you and why? 

People would probably say I behave like the farcical “Moses” character 

in the Mel Brooks movie, “The History of the World.”  (“Behold, I pre-

sent you these fifteen…”) 
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Have You Met? - Continued 

Anything else you would like us to know about you? 

We believe that God deliberately planned for us to land in the Black 

Hills.  In 2017, we were preparing for a move to Texas for a job—a job 

that ended up falling through.  But then an improbable series of con-

secutive miracles commenced over a period of just a few days:  After 

the bad news on the first job, the very next day I received a job offer to 

fly helicopters in the Black Hills instead (where we would prefer to be 

anyway.)  Then, when we arrived in June (which is way too late in the 

season), we found perhaps the ONLY house in Custer available to rent.  

And THEN Barb was able to transfer in her Forest Service job from Ore-

gon to the Custer office.  The way the dominos all fell into place, it 

surely was part of God’s grand plan, and we were amazed! 

 

Stephanie is always looking for 

families to feature in our  

“Have You Met” article.                         

If you would like to be featured, 

please let her know!   

We are currently in the process of                

updating our Church Directory.                  

Once that is done, we will get new cop-

ies out to those that have a hard copy.   

If you would like to be added to the            

directory, please let Stephanie know!  

Our directory is also accessible through 

an app.  Go to 

www.thelittlewhitechurch.net/members 

to learn more! 
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From My Files: Echoes of God’s Glory 

Using Biblical Prayers in Worship:  Solomon 
 
We worship the LORD who hears, forgives and heals.  Daniel knew 
this!  (See January newsletter article referring to Daniel's prayer.)  In 
his prayer he repeated the promise that God had given to Solomon.  
(II Chronicles 7 and Daniel 9) 
 
When Solomon was dedicating the temple, he prayed that if the people 
who turned their backs on God would return to Him in repentance, 
“God, would You hear their prayers from heaven where You live, up-
hold their cause and forgive the people who have sinned against You?” 
 
God's response to Solomon was “If My people who are called by My 
name will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn 
from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sins and heal their land.” 
 
In Solomon's prayer he went on to ask, “O LORD God, arise and en-
ter this resting place of Yours where Your magnificent Ark has been 
placed.” 
 
“The glorious presence of the 
LORD filled the temple.  The 
priests could not even enter the 
temple of the LORD because 
the glorious presence of the 
LORD filled it.”  When the 
people saw this, “they fell face 
down on the ground and wor-
shiped and praised the LORD, 
saying 'He is so good!  His 
faithful love endures forever!'”   
 
May we also respond to His 
goodness with repentance. 

Roseanne Hilton 
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Love INC—Linen Ministry 
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Love INC—Winter Classes 



Announcements 
 

There will be NO Wednesday Night Prayer/Bible Study on February 1st or 8th! 

 

Life Defense Fund Volunteer Training is happening! 

This is training to help stop one of the most extreme abortion laws from being 

written into the SD constitution. Training will be held at the Black Hills Preg-

nancy Center during these dates and times: 

Friday, February 3rd & 10th from 3-4 pm 

If you would like to attend one of the trainings, email blackhillspregnan-

cycenter@rushmore.com with your name and date you would like to attend.   

 

SHE-Brews—Women’s Conversational Coffee will be held on Saturday,  

February 11th at 10 am.  All women welcome! 

 

Women’s Prayer Gathering—All Women Welcome to come! 

Saturday, February 18th at 9 am.  

 

Foundations Class – This class will study core doctrines of the Christian faith 

and aspects of Christian discipleship.  Class will meet for 12-14 weeks in the 

Library, during 2nd service (10:15 am).  Class begins February 5th and will be 

taught by Danny Martinez. 

 

Youth Game Night at Sprockets in Keystone!  Sunday, February 12th from  

1-3:30 pm or 3:30-6 pm (sign up for time in youth room).   

Cost is $30, bring additional $$ for food/snacks.  If you need a ride, we will 

depart from church at 1 pm and 3:30 pm (depending on time you go).   

See Pastor Ben if you have ?’s. 

 

Women’s Birthday Party for Women having Birthdays in January, February 

and March.  Saturday, February 18th at 1:30 pm at the home of  

Tanya Siebert.  Have a Birthday one of those months??  Join us!! 

 

SD Prayer Call is held every Monday at 6 am MT. 

Call 605-313-5337 and code is 3779638. 

 

We are looking for someone to assist our Prayer Coordinator with prayer 

teams, etc. Questions?  

Please call or text Lynda:  605-431-4179. 
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Web-sites and Apps for Bible Study 
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www.biblegateway.com  A great Bible 

“word” search and passage look up tool.  

Many versions, Bible study tools, com-

mentaries and audio features. 

 

www.bibleproject.com  Lots of  

resources but greatest value are the 

teaching videos.  Teach on the overview of each Bible book 

and lots of Bible themes. 

 

www.bibleplaces  pictures and info on Bible places.  Feel like 

you visited Israel. 

 

YouBible app.  Great for audio listening to the Bible in various 

translations plus many Bible reading plans and study options. 

 

www.gotquestions.org  Do you have ques-

tions about the Bible?  Great resource to 

type in your question and be ready to learn.  

Very reliable in the teaching they provide. 

 

www.christianity.com  Bible reading plans, 

devotionals, study tools and articles for Bible information. 

 

www.blueletterbible.org  Large selection of commentaries, 

search abilities and Greek and Hebrew interlinear and lexicon 

resources. 

 

www.biblestudytools.com  Also offers numerous bible reading 

options, devotionals and study resources. 

 

Dwell Bible app.  This is primarily a Bible listening app and has 

an annual fee.  But it has 10-12 different voices, music back-

ground and over 70 listening plans. 

http://www.biblegateway.com
http://www.bibleproject.com
http://www.bibleplaces
http://www.gotquestions.org
http://www.christianity.com
http://www.blueletterbible.org
http://www.biblestudytools.com
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DID I MAKE A DIFFERENCE?    By: BJ Reese 

One of my favorite lines from the movie, “It’s A Wonderful Life” is when 

Clarence is trying to tell George how much difference he made during 

his lifetime.  George isn’t grasping the truth of this altered reality, 

though, and Clarence is getting frustrated. 
 

George stumbles onto his brother Harry’s gravestone.  He hollers at 

Clarence, “Harry didn’t die!  He saved the lives of every man on that 

transport!” 
 

Clarence screams back, “Every man on that transport died!  Harry was-

n’t there to save them . . . because you weren’t there to save Harry!” 

Clarence’s point is simple.  Basic.  Almost too simple for us to fully 

grasp.  
 

“Each life touches so many others,” he says.  Every day we live, we 

touch other people’s lives in ways we don’t even realize.  There’s no way 

to know for sure which contacts will have an impact that reaches across 

decades, impacting other lives along the way. 
 

In George’s case, it boiled down to one simple, instinctive, act when 

George was about 12 years old.  Jump into an icy pond and help his kid 

brother climb out after he’d fallen through the ice.  Any one of us might 

have done the same thing in the same situation.  Afterward, we may 

never even think of it again.  Just a childhood memory . . . no conscious 

connection to Harry’s heroic act years later. 
 

Ever since watching this iconic movie this year, I’ve been reflecting on 

Clarence’s words to George.  Pondering . . . what might be different in 

MY world, if I had never been born?  I find it impossible to even begin to 

imagine the answer. 
 

There is, of course, the fact that my sons would not exist as the men I 

know them to be.  Beyond that, I cannot begin to guess what might be 

different.  I do know I could not possibly recall every single person I’ve 

ever known, met, or encountered.  If I could, I’m sure the numbers 

would be staggering. 
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DID I MAKE A DIFFERENCE?    By: BJ Reese 

Surely, I made some sort of an impact in some of those lives.  I would 

probably be surprised at which ones, or how big that difference seemed 

to them.  When beloved hubby and I discussed this, my mind jumped 

immediately to people I know personally.  His mind went to, “someone 

we smiled at” or “something nice we said to someone.”  His first 

thought was of those tiny, brief, once-in-a-lifetime encounters. 
 

How many of those have I had in my years on this Earth?  How many 

have you had?  Can you remember one that you know for sure made all 

the difference to that stranger?  No?  Don’t worry; I can’t either.   
 

Even if we DO have a life-altering event in our past, we may never be 

able to see the difference our presence made in that situation.  Or the 

difference that our absence would have made if we hadn’t been there.  

That’s okay.  The point is:  life matters.  EVERY life.   
 

We don’t have to know HOW or WHY.  God knows.  He knows how all of 

these intricate little puzzle pieces of life fit together.  Whether or not He 

ever reveals any of it to us also doesn’t matter.  What matters is that we 

live our lives --- each and every day of them --- as though we KNOW life 

matters. 
 

Each of us was created ON purpose FOR a purpose.  Live according to 

that Truth.  Someone is watching . . . and they just might be forever 

changed by something they see in you.  Who knows?  It might even lead 

them to a deeper relationship with God.   
 

Wouldn’t THAT be a wonderful difference to make? 
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Newsletter Newsletter 

Limiting Distractions 

Getting a cell phone is a major milestone for kids — and a huge decision 

for parents. Despite our boys’ complaints, we made them wait longer 

than most of their peers. We emphasized accountability, monitoring and 

time limits. Out of curiosity, I checked my own phone usage. It was more 

than double the limit we set for our kids! I came up with reasons 

(excuses, really) why I needed more time. 

But God stopped me in my tracks and prompted me to use a “time’s up” 

notification. It helps me be intentional about removing distractions. 

What diverts you from God’s best? Are you listening to him and then re-

directing your attention? God, speak clearly — and prompt us to listen! 

—Janna Firestone 

 

Amazing Love 

If there is one subject more than another upon which I wish ever to 

speak, it is the love of Christ; but if there is one which quite baffles me, 

and makes me go back from this platform utterly ashamed of my poor 

feeble words, and of the tongue which has uttered them, it is this sub-

ject. This love of Christ is the most amazing thing under heaven, if not in 

heaven itself. 

—Charles Spurgeon 

 

Time for a Spiritual Assessment 

“Hardly anything else reveals so well the fear and uncertainty among 

[people] as the length to which they will go to hide their true selves from 

each other and even from their own eyes,” says A.W. Tozer. For insights 

into who we really are as Christians, the theologian proposes “rules for 

self-discovery.” According to Tozer, “we may be known” by these seven 

things: what we want most, what we think about most, how we use our 

money, what we do with our leisure time, the company we enjoy, who 

and what we admire, and what we laugh at. 

The “wise Christian” will find other tests, says Tozer, but these are a 

starting point to reveal if our desires and priorities conflict with God’s 

will. “Our self-judgment is almost certain to be biased and imperfect,” 

he adds, yet there’s “every good reason for us to work along with the 

Holy Spirit in his benign effort to locate us spiritually in order that we 

may make such amendments as the circumstances demand.” 



525 Main St. PO Box 385, Hill City, SD 57745 605-574-2426 

www.thelittlewhitechurch.net  ~  office@thelittlewhitechurch.net 
 

 

A college senior took his new girlfriend to a football game. 

The young couple found seats in the crowded stadium and were 

watching the action . A substitute was put into the game, and as 

he was running onto the field to take his position, the boy said to 

his girlfriend, “Take a good look at that fellow.                                            

I expect him to be our best man next year.” 

His girlfriend snuggled closer to him and said, “That’s the 

strangest way I ever heard of for a fellow to propose to a girl.       

Regardless of how you said it, I accept.” 


