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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Off to a Good Start     
 

Fall is arriving and lots of changes are already off to a “good start”.  But 

today I am not thinking of School starting or the fall sports season but our 

preaching schedule beginning in September.  Pastor Ben and I will be 

preaching through Philippians from Sept 11 until Nov. 20. 
 

I love the book of Philippians and I am sure many of you do as well.  It has 

some of the best theology of Jesus Christ in the New Testament plus so 

many verses to encourage our walk with Jesus and challenge to press on 

to walk even closer.  What a great study we will have. 
 

So my thought on “Off to a Good Start” comes from the first message in 

the verse Philippians 1:6.(NLT)  “And I am certain that God, who began the 

good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on 

the day when Christ Jesus returns. 
 

Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior from sin and guide for 

your life?  If so this is a wonderful promise to live by.  Our Father God has 

begun a work which began with forgiveness of all our sins and is perfect-

ing the image of Christ in us so that day by day we will think, act and be 

more and more like Jesus.  Wow, what a privilege. 
 

The people who first read these words were ecstatic about being forgiven 

and though they faced trials and persecutions they drew greatly on the 

presence of God gifts of love, joy, peace etc. and welcomed God’s contin-

ued work which they knew would bring more of God’s grace.  This promise 

has no expiation date so it is still in effect for all believers today.  Hallelu-

jah, our Father who never changes is continuing to work in us and through 

every circumstance we face to accomplish the glory of forming the image 

of Jesus in us. 
 

Later through the book of Philippians Paul shares in several places how 

this is also his personal goal for life to ”look like Christ”, (1:21) and  “know 

Christ” (3:10) and how he is in essence cooperating with the Spirit to 

“press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed 

me.” (3:12) 
 

So, we have our Father’s commitment to continue a good work to shape 

us and the invitation with Paul to cooperate in this journey to experience 

all that He has for us.  We welcome you to pursue Jesus in this manner 

and enjoy our learning together through the fall. 
 

To Look Like Jesus, 

Pastor Dennis 

 



Page 3 

the Landing and Youth Group Info 

Hope filled program for teens 

“Heal your hurts before they become habits.” 
 

Are you a teen or have a teen that is struggling 

with life’s Hurts, Habits & Hang-Ups? 

Come to the Landing…. 
 

Wednesdays from 4:30-5:40 pm at  
The Little White Church 

 

Led by: Lynn Edwards, Jeff & Jan Suntken                  

& Destiny Savery (intern) 

Middle & High School Youth 

Wednesdays from                                 

5:40-8 pm 

Supper Provided! 
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Have You Met? 

Adult Name(s): Pete and Alisha 

Kolb  

Children Name(s) and Ages: 

Karson (14) and Kendal (9)  

 

How did you come to be at The 

Little White Church and how 

long have you been attending? 

We moved to the Hill City area 

the end of Dec 2020. We were 

looking for a new church home, our realtor and new friends 

shared the Little White Church with us and we have been  

attending since the first visit in Jan 2021.  

 

How long have you lived in the Black Hills? 

Almost 2 years  

 

List some jobs or careers you have had over the years? 

Pete worked at a local lumberyard in Byron, MN where he grew up. 

Later he worked for a camper repair business and has now been 

with Fastenal for 25 years.  

Alisha has worked in the healthcare field much of her life. She 

was a CNA in high school, enjoyed some waitressing and phone 

consulting while going to college and has now been in the Medical 

Laboratory field for 23 years.  

 

Where did you grow up or places you have lived for a longer dura-

tion? 

Pete was born and raised in Byron, MN near Rochester. He then 

moved to Faribault, MN area in 1994 until moving to SD in 2020.  

Alisha was born and raised in DeSmet, SD. Moved to MN in 1999 

to attend college and lived in that community until moving to SD in 

2020.  
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Have You Met? - Continued 

What is a spiritual story/testimony you would like to share?  

Our move to the Black Hills was a clear path from the Lord. He 

made way for all of the pieces of the puzzles with house sales, 

house purchasing, navigating Alisha living here for 2 months to 

start her job while Pete and the boys were in MN, landing us in a 

community for us to dig in to a new church and community and to 

use us for His greater good.  

 

In what ways have you been involved in ministry or serving over 

the years? 

We attended River Valley Church for about 13 years while in MN. 

Alisha was involved greeting and in the children’s ministry for 12 

of those years while our children were young and Pete lead the se-

curity and usher teams. Karson started to help be a leader in the 

K-5 room shortly before we moved here.  

 

Do you have any special talents or gifts? 

Pete is really great at fixing anything. I mean anything.  

Alisha has a unique talent of instant connection and compassion 

for others.  

 

If you could only use one word to describe God, it would be… 

Amazing! 

 

What biblical figure best describes you and why? 

I relate to Martha, always staying busy, maybe distracted even and 

working hard to prepare for others. I have to continually remind 

myself daily to focus on Jesus, listening to Him like Mary did. 

 

 

We are looking for families/people to be featured in  

“Have You Met”.  Contact Stephanie at  

office@thelittlewhitechurch.net if you would like to be featured! 
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Between the BookENDS Article Submitted by: Cindy Dusing 

September Librarians: Pam Fowler & Bonnie McCaskell 
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Focus on Missions—Native Camps 

The Little White Church sponsored two- 4-day camps July 11-14 and 

July 18-21; the first for 7th grade boys and the second for girls,  

all of the youth from Loneman School at Oglala. 
 

Daytime activities included the Keystone Adventure Park using 

ropes and slides, biking the Mickelson Trail, rock climbing near Mt. 

Rushmore, swimming, kayaking, archery and hiking. The boys hiked 

Little Devil’s Tower near Sylvan Lake and the girls hiked Lovers 

Leap trail near the Game Lodge. 
 

There was a morning word from Proverbs and a prayer before they 

began the day and a time around the campfire after supper each 

day. The campfire talks and discussions were times when things of 

the faith were presented. One Native woman shared her testimony 

during the girls’ camp. Other than that, members of our church 

shared each night. 
 

We have continued to partner with the administration at Loneman 

School – particularly Stephanie Star and Gilma Stands who have re-

cruited the youth and come with them as chaperones. This year, a 

young man came with the boys, which was a positive thing. There 

were eight students at each camp. The youth were able to spend 

time in the Black Hills, sleep on the ground in tipis and eat food in 

the outdoors. 
 

Thank you to all who gave and served during the two weeks of 

camp. You made it possible to accomplish kingdom work. Thank 

you! May the Spirit of God multiply your efforts in works of transfor-

mation in the lives of these children. 

 

Submitted by Ron  Walker 
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From My Files: Echoes of God’s Glory 

Part 5 of a 5 part definition of worship by William Temple,  
Archbishop of Canterbury 1942-1944. 
 
Part 1:  Worship: to quicken [revive] the conscience by the holiness of 
God. 
Part 2:  Worship: To feed the mind with the truth of God. 
Part 3:  Worship: To purge [purify] the imagination by the beauty of 
God. 
Part 4:  Worship: To open the heart to the love of God.   
[You may read that in the August newsletter.] 
 
Part 5:  Worship: To devote the will to the purpose of God. 
 
When we desire to worship God, we seek to think about things and do 
things to please Him.   
 
The apostle Paul tells us:  “Don't copy the behavior and customs of 
this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing 
the way you think.  Then you will know what God wants you to do and 
you will know how good and pleasing and perfect His will really is.”  
Romans 12:2 NLT  Joining with Timothy, Paul says, “We ask God to 
give you a complete understanding of what He wants to do in your 
lives and we ask Him to make you wise with spiritual wisdom.  Then 
the way you live will always honor and please the LORD and you will 
continually do good, kind things for others.  All the while you will 
learn to know God better and better.”                   
Colossians 1:9b-10 
 
Paul wrote that “everything else is               
worthless compared with the priceless gain of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”                            
Phil. 3:8 NLT 

Roseanne Hilton 



Announcements 
 

 

Office & Food Pantry Closed Monday, September 5th. Happy Labor Day! 
 

The first Monday of every month, at 7 pm, there will be a Building/New 

Addition meeting for anyone that wants to get involved in the discussion 

of a new addition.  Next meeting is September 12th  

(changed due to Labor Day). 

 

We need your help to feed our youth group on Wednesdays! 

If you can help, please sign up by the bulletin board to bring an item or 

give to the LWC and put “Youth supper” in memo line! 

 

Child Supervision Training 

If you are a ministry leader, child/youth worker, security team member, 

and you have not attended our child supervision training course, now is 

the time!  Join us on Sunday, September 18th at 8:45 am in the library, 

for an hour long course. 

 

Bible Youth Rodeo at Kyle is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 24. Anyone in-

terested in making brownies, browning hamburger or other food prepara-

tion or serving that day should contact Ron or Carol Walker. We will also 

be setting up a tent the day of the rodeo. 

 

BOLT – Wednesday afternoon children’s program (K-5th grade) will begin 

on September 28th from 3:20-5:20 pm!  BOLT is a program that incorpo-

rates Bible learning, Scripture memory and life skills.   

For more info or to register your child, go to: 

www.thelittlewhitechurch.net/bolt. 

 

Monthly Prayer Call for South Dakota  

State Prayer Call: Every 2nd Monday of the Month at 7 am MT 

Call 605-313-5337 and access code is 3779638 

 

Would you like to be added to our church directory?   

Please contact Stephanie at 605-574-2426 or email at  

office@thelittlewhitechurch.net 
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Bible Studies—Growing in Christ together and being em-

powered through His Word by the Holy Spirit in us. 

 * Authentic Faith: A Study of the Book of James,                         

 Monday Evenings, Sept. 12– Dec. 5 from 6:30-8 pm 

 * Bible Study Fellowship (BSF): Kingdom Divided—                       

 Study in OT, Sept—May Thursdays at 8:30 AM 
 

SHE-Brews— A fellowship & coffee time for women! Meets the 

2nd Sat. of each month (Sept– May) at 10 AM at church. 

 

Women’s Prayer Gathering: 1st & 3rd Saturday mornings of Each 
Month (Oct.—April) 

 

Comfort Quilters—Showing comfort to those in need by covering 

them with the love of Christ. They meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays @          
3 pm-5 pm at Deb Auch’s.  

 

Chick, Chat & Crafts—Meets every Monday at 7 pm.                                

Bring a craft to work on and enjoy some fellowship! 
 

Visit www.thelittlewhitechurch.net/ministrytowomen  
for more info! 



525 Main St. PO Box 385, Hill City, SD 57745 605-574-2426 

www.thelittlewhitechurch.net  ~  office@thelittlewhitechurch.net 
 

 

 

 

 

Why do math books always look so sad? 

They are full of problems 

 

Why did the kid eat his homework? 

Because his teacher said is was a piece of cake 

 

Why do magicians always do so well at school? 

They can handle trick questions 

 

What did the spider make online? 

A website! 

 

Did you know all books in the school library are the same color? 

They’re all red 

 

What did the student say to the teacher after he missed the first 

day of school? 

No, ma’am.  I didn’t miss it at all. 


