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From the Pastor’s Desk
Everyone
In a previous church where I was on staff, for a number of years we
used a motto, Everyone Grows, Everyone Gives, Everyone Serves.
It was our conviction from Scripture that these were marks of genuine
believers. Everyone was continuing to “grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2Peter 3:18) along
with the promise that “He who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6)
Numerous passages in Old and New Testament affirm that God’s
children are generous givers. Such as Paul’s encouragement to the
Corinthians: “Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7)
It is also clear that just as Jesus came “not to be served but to serve
and give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45) so every follower of
his should serve as well. The Apostle Peter writes “Each of you should
use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace…” (1 Peter 4:10) This is an exciting reality that
when we use our spiritual gifts in serving others we are actually displaying and sharing God’s grace with them.
When I spoke with people after the Ministry Fair we held in August I
heard two different comments. People commented that they had no
idea there were this many ministries that were part of LWC and the
other comment from leaders of these ministries “we really didn’t have
very many people join in to help us serve”. It is amazing to see the diversity of ministries God has invited us to be involved in. Some of
these ministries are largely serving others in the body, like the nursery
and social fellowship groups and then others like our Bolt and Youth
Ministries and the Native Ministries team where much of the contact
is with those who don’t regularly attend LWC. This diversity allows all
of us to use our skills and spiritual gifts to share Christ’s grace with
others. And, to experience the joy of knowing we had a part in making
an eternal difference in someone’s life.
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From the Pastor’s Desk—Continued
I know probably most of you are involved in serving. Thank You!
Some of you are serving in 3 or 4 areas of ministry and I certainly don’t want to impart guilt to serve more. I also believe that
some of us have been ignoring the nudging of the Spirit to get
involved more than we have. Would you simply let the Lord
know you are available as he leads and check out some opportunities to serve.

Pastor Dennis
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody
This is a story about four people named
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was
sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it,
but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that, because it
was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but
Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that
Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody
could have done.
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The Family Tree
We had an incredible victory on June 28th as Roe vs. Wade was
overturned by the Supreme Court. Sadly, many in this country do not
see it as a victory and it has only added to the division we are experiencing in our country. There are endless conversations and articles
about what life is going to be like now that this has taken place.
One of the biggest discussions in the church is how do we come
along side those mothers with unplanned pregnancies and show love
and compassion. We can do this by getting involved with Black Hills
Pregnancy Center Black Hills Pregnancy Center - Rapid City, SD Home and volunteering or donating to their cause. Are we going to
have an influx of unwanted births? How do we respond to that?
I believe the church has already shown it is not ready for this
challenge. I am saddened to have to write this, but all we have to do is
look at our foster care and adoption needs in our state to see we the
church have fallen short of following the command to love the
orphans and widows.
Psalm 82:3-4 “Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain
the right of the afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the
needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”
James 1:27 “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to
keep oneself unstained from the world.”
The good news is we don’t have to create new ways to be involved and
make an impact. Governor Noem started an initiative called
“Stronger Families Together” partnering with DSS and South Dakota
Kids Belong with the goal of recruiting 300 new foster families
between May of 2021 to May of 2022. They achieved their goal by
signing up 304 new families with plans for 300 new families every
year with a 4-year goal of 1,200 new licensed foster and adoptive
families by June of 2025. For more information on this initiative go to
StrongerFamiliesTogether.sd.gov.
We as a church are partnering with SD Kids Belong and will be having
them in our church a couple times in the month of October to answer
questions and to hopefully get people signed up.
Continued on page 5
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The Family Tree
South Dakota Kids Belong does quite a bit more than find foster
families and its too much to write here, so please visit their website
americaskidsbelong.org/states/sd/ to find out all the different ways
they are impacting our state and community. You don’t have to adopt
or be a foster parent to be a part of these ministries. You can come
alongside a foster family and give them support through prayers, making meals, taking the kids out for an afternoon on a hike or take them
fishing. Send the parents on a date night or give them a night away.
We can partner with those already in the system and be a support
system for them. (See page 6 for more info on the WRAP program)
Many in this church have faithfully served in these and other
ways for many years. Let’s thank them and get involved ourselves. It is
in Christ we are able to love the lost. Let Him move in your life and experience not only the change you will bring to another’s life, but to
your own as well.

In Christ,
Ben Larsen
Family Life Pastor
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WRAP SD Program
Why Foster Families Need WRAP-Around Support
Foster care and adoption are not things to which everyone can yes,
but we all have the opportunity to be a valuable source of encouragement and support to those who do.
Being available at a moment’s notice to accept a child (or siblings)
into care requires a lot of flexibility. Foster parents are often coparenting with the foster child’s biological parents, communicating
and visiting with them to aid in successful reunification. In addition,
foster parents add a new list of tasks to their already busy lives including check-ins with case workers, coordination with educators,
medical appointments, etc.
Foster and adoptive parenting also requires a different approach to
parenting. Kids in foster care and those who have experienced
adoption need parents who understand and are equipped to help
them heal from trauma and loss. A lot of time and intention must be
given to gaining trust, building attachment, and providing a balance
of nurture and structure to promote healing and help kids experience belonging.
How Wrap-Around Support Helps Foster Families
Your WRAP support gives foster and adoptive parents more time to
invest in relationships with the children in their care and ensure they
and other family members can stay healthy and energized for the
long haul.
WRAP programs invite friends, neighbors and faith communities to
come alongside kinship, foster and adoptive families and strengthens the families to continue standing in the gap for vulnerable kids.

Here are some examples of support provided by wrap teams to
families in our community.

-Home/car repair - Meal Prep
-Transportation of children to appointments/visits - Respite Care
-Mentorship - Grocery Shopping -Babysitting
Want to get involved with WRAP?
Go to americaskidsbelong.org/states/sd
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Have You Met?
Adult Name(s): George G. Clinton
How did you come to be at The Little
White Church and how long have you
been attending?
I met someone and she encouraged me
to give my life to Christ. So, I started attending LWC. I’ve been here for a total
of 2 years.
How long have you lived in the Black
Hills?
45 years
List some jobs or careers you have had
over the years?
I drove over the road in 1999, then I got
into the Timber & Dirt Industry. I’ve ranched and also have a
small feedlot. As of now, I work for H&T Bies Cattle Company.
Where did you grow up or places you have lived for a longer duration?
I grew up on the family ranch West of Hill City.
Lived here all of my life.
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What is a spiritual story/testimony you would like to share?
Back in 2013, when the Atlas storm hit, I had most of the cattle
on a Forest Service lease, south of Deerfield Lake. I didn’t get ot
the cattle until 5 days after the storm had ended. Because of
God’s Words dealing with worry, I never worried about His cows
during the storm. Despite what I was hearing on the news about
the loss of cattle out on the western prairies of South Dakota, I
came to trust God. Then the day came when I found the cows. I
drove a four-wheeler that was on tracks into this area, and found
all the cows. I hollered, and they heart my voice and came running to me! They knew my voice, just like we need to hear our
Father’s voice.

Have You Met? - Continued
In what ways have you been involved in ministry or serving over
the years?
I’ve been involved in the church’s guardian team for a year.
If you could only use one word to describe God, it would be…
Merciful
What biblical figure best describes you and why?
Job. He went through so much, in a short time. I can relate to
that.

We are looking for families/people to be featured in
“Have You Met”. Contact Stephanie at
office@thelittlewhitechurch.net if you would like to be featured!
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Between the BookENDS

Article Submitted by: Cindy Dusing

There's Gold in Them Thar Hills!
Interested in Black Hills history? Stephen Bly, a well-known author
of Christian westerns, has written as series of six books called “The Fortunes of the Black Hills”. We have them in our LWC Library, so come
check them out and get a glimpse of the Black Hills during the late
1800s.
Here is the author's introduction to the series:
A majority of the early pioneers were quick to acknowledge Divine
Providence in their journeys. Many left their homes and headed for this
unknown land believing that the Lord had personally called them to this
special place. Henry “Brazos” Fortune was one such man.
The restlessness in his spirit to find the exact place God wanted him
to be is a longing that most of us experience to this very day.
Beneath a Dakota Cross is the beginning novel in a saga that explores that restlessness and one family's finding their place among the
narrow, treasure-filled gulches of the northern Black Hills.
While Brazos Fortune is a fictional character, his response to this inspiring land, the burden of his love for family, the loyalty of friends, and a
heart that seeks to please his Lord and Savior is all very much real.
I know. As a third generation westerner born to the land, it is the
cultural and spiritual baton that I carry daily. Perhaps this series of novels, in some small way, will be my method of passing the call of the West
on to the next generation.
Stephen Bly
Broken Arrow Crossing, Idaho
Spring of '99
Saddle Up and Enjoy!
October Librarians: Cindy Dusing & Georgie Neff
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Focus on Missions—Operation Christmas Child
OH NO! IT CAN’T BE! Wasn’t’ it just a few
weeks ago it was pushing 100°? Yes, it is
true, it is time to start thinking about Christmas, and once again, this October and November the Little White Church and our Bolt
program are sponsoring a Christmas shoebox
drive on behalf of Operation Christmas Child
a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse with the mission to provide local partners around the world with shoeboxes filled with small
toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of reaching out to children
in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. They ship these
simple gifts outside the United States to children affected by war, poverty, natural
disaster, famine, and disease; and to children living on Native American reservations in the U.S.
For more years than I can remember, the Little White Church has sponsored a
shoe box drive and the last five or so years have been record numbers for us. On
occasion someone has taken a pie in the face when we’ve gone over the 100
mark. We’ll have to see if that happens again this year.
The last Sunday of October and first two Sundays of November we will watch
short videos of God’s work through the shoebox ministry. The Bolt program will also pack
boxes on Wednesday afternoon, November 9.
For the Little White Church, we ask for complete boxes and a donation of $10/box for
shipping; however, Bolt is receiving individual
items to pack in their boxes. We will have boxes, donation envelopes and other items at
our display table in the Fellowship Hall.
Collection will take place the week of November 14-21. Bring your filled box(s) and your
$10 donation for shipping and handling to
the church during that week. I will take all the
boxes down to the Rapid City drop-off site on
Sunday, November 20 after our service. If
you miss the 20th, you can always run yours
down on Monday, November 21.
Thanks for your participation and in helping
bring the love of Jesus to lots of kids.
Page 10

John Stam

From My Files: Echoes of God’s Glory

Roseanne Hilton

Reading Psalm 119 can “jump start” us when we
are in a dry period of not feeling close to the LORD. As the bumper sticker philosopher said, “If I'm not close to God, guess who moved?”
Psalm 119, in which almost every verse refers to God's word, His promises,
His principles, His precepts; also tells us all the things we can ask for. I often ask for Him to give me a love for and delight in His word.

ASK FOR:
Comfort 76
Tender mercies 77, 124, 132
Reviving 25, 88, 107, 149, 156, 159
Strength 28
Judgment 84
Help, God's action 86, 126, 147, 173
Salvation or deliverance 94, 146, 153, 170
Acceptance 108
Teaching 108, 124,135
Understanding 73, 125, 144, 169
Upholding 116, 117
Protection against oppressors 121, 122, 134
Direction 133
Redemption 134, 154, 156
For the LORD to hear 145, 149, 169, 170
For the LORD to seek me as a lost sheep 176
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Announcements
Next Building Meeting is October 3rd at 7 pm.
Everyone welcome to come!
We need your help to feed our youth group on Wednesdays!
If you can help, please sign up by the bulletin board to bring an item or
give to the LWC and put “Youth Supper” in memo line!
SHE-Brews— A fellowship & coffee time for women!
Meets the 2nd Sat. of each month (Sept– May) at 10 AM at church.
Next meeting is October 8th!
New Women’s Study – “The God I Never Knew” by Robert Morris
Study is 6 weeks long and will be held Wednesdays (beginning Oct. 19th)
from 10 am – Noon in the library. Interested? Please sign up by the bulletin board, so we know how many books to order!
Women’s Prayer Gathering will be starting soon! If you are interested in
getting involved please talk to Lynda Pringle.
We have several individuals in our congregation that are having
significant health issues/surgeries, that will cause multiple months of
income interruption. If you would like to help them, please make check
out to LWC and “Benevolence” in memo line and place in offering box in
back. Or give online at: www.thelittlewhitechurch.net/giveonline and
choose “Benevolence” from the drop down menu. Thank you!

Monthly Prayer Call for South Dakota
State Prayer Call:
Every 2nd Monday of the Month at 7 am MT
Every 4th Mondy of the Month at 7 pm MT
Call 605-313-5337 and access code is 3779638
Would you like to be added to our church directory?
Please contact Stephanie at 605-574-2426 or email at
office@thelittlewhitechurch.net
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All That I Am Today—By BJ Reese
“In this world, ye shall have tribulation, but take heart,
for I have overcome the world.” ~ John 16:33
Of all the tactics Satan uses to assault us,
fear is the one which is most effective on
me. No matter the situation, on any given
day, I can assign some version of fear to it.
This summer, I found myself in a surprisingly powerful battle with fear . . . and it came
from a most unexpected direction.
It involved two people who live in the neighborhood where Rich and I live. We had become acquainted with each of them through
a need they had, with which we could help.
Over the course of about 10 days, each
one’s need seemed to multiply or intensify. I should clarify: these two are
not a couple, and are not related to each other.
One or the other was at the door multiple times during the day, every day.
If not at the door, they were calling on the phone. She had a question. He
needed a ride. “Can I have some coffee?” “Will you take me here?” “Can
you help me with this?” “Can I borrow that?” Before we knew it, the ‘ride’
began involving us spending money to help him acquire needed items.
Then, he needed help getting a motel room, but he had no I.D. – so the
room went in Rich’s name.
As the needs intensified, the interruptions began to rattle my nerves. By
the time we had spent nearly $1500 helping, and four days correcting
damage he had done, I was nearly paralyzed by fear. I found myself unable to graciously offer her a cup of coffee because of my anxiety over his
actions. Anger was welling inside me, to a nearly uncontrollable level.
I began turning off the phones, so I couldn’t hear a call come in. I flinched
every time the doorbell rang, so I put a “Do Not Disturb” sign on the front
door. When the doorbell rang at 2:00 a.m. one night, I snapped. From
then on, IF I spoke to either of these people, I was rude, impatient, and
angry.
Continued on page 15
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All That I Am Today—By BJ Reese– Continued
I kept the curtains closed (totally against my nature), and refused to
answer the door. Our phones stayed turned off for days. Fear had succeeded in making me a prisoner in my own home . . . fear of what would happen
next. I was right where Satan wants us all: isolated, angry, and terrified.
Then, during my morning prayers and devotions, the Lord got through to me.
I had become afraid to do the business of living, and Satan was loving every
minute of it. He had cut me off from my life . . . from people. I couldn’t do
any of the work God had given me, because I was afraid of interruptions.
I wouldn’t even sit out in my yard, for fear of being seen by one of these
people.
‘Running’ to my journal, I wrote out what my mind was hearing from God.
Besides the verse at the top of this article, He also reminded me of Paul’s
words to Timothy:
“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear . . .” ~ 2 Timothy 1:7
My reactions to circumstance were in direct conflict with God’s Word! We
are not to bolt the door against our fears, cowering in the corner – hoping
that the enemy won’t find us. We are to stand, boldly and firmly, and face
fear. We are to, in the name of Jesus Christ, defy fear. To deny our enemy
access to our minds, through the power of the Holy Spirit that lives within
us.
Heeding what God had told me, I gradually began to venture back into my
life. The phones are turned back on. Richard doesn’t have to peel me off of
the ceiling whenever the doorbell rings. The “Do Not Disturb” sign has
come down. And the curtains are open. Sometimes, I wander out and sit in
the yard with Richard. I’m even happy, once in a while, to sit down with the
female neighbor and share an occasional cup of coffee. Slowly, I am returning to the business of living.
So, the next time some insidious tormentor is knocking on the door of your
life, trying to wriggle his way into your peaceful haven of God’s Love, don’t
shrink back in fear. Don’t bolt the door of your heart and cower in the corner. Stand up! Fold your arms defiantly across your chest, and call on the
Name of God. Let God fight this battle for you. Dare your enemy to try his
devious, hateful tactics on God and see how far it gets him . . . In doing so,
you can reclaim the life that God has designed for you.

To His Glory . . . BJ
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Community
Picnic
A church had a picnic and invited the entire community to
come. The Pastor placed a basket full of apples on one end of a
table with a sign saying, "Take only one apple please Remember that God is watching."
On the other end of the table was a plate of cookies where one
of the children had placed a sign saying,
"Take all the cookies you want -- God is watching the apples."
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